














This version of the Newsletter was re-typed from the original by Phoebe Coster in October 2020 to 

enable search engines to ‘see’ the text. Minor changes have been made to correct typographical 

errors and to add clarity. 

 

 

KATOOMBA & DISTRICT WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCITY 

NEWSLETTER No 12 March 1973…Price 10 cents. 

Patron: Mr Allen A Strom 

Advisor in Conservation Department of Education. 

“Modern technology is a finely tooled machine for the conversion if resources into refuse”.  

Professor Ehrlich. 

OUR SOCIETY 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 8 pm in the Hut on Thursday, 29th March. Some 

of the present office-bearers will not be available for re-election so you are asked to give thought to 

what you would be willing to undertake, or who you would like to nominate as a suitable candidate 

for one of the executive positions or to serve on the Committee. 

But work within the Society is not confined to those elected at the Annual meeting. With an 

organisation as busy as ours there are jobs for everyone. Have you thought how many there are? 

First, there are the positions common to any Society:- President, Treasurer, Secretary, Publicity 

Officer. To these we have added a Membership Secretary, and there is need for a Research and 

Records Officer. 

Then we have our 530a Management Committee. Its members are trustees of the Valley of Waters 

picnic reserve, the Conservation Hut, and the Nature Trail. They are appointed by the Blue 

Mountains City Council on the recommendation of the Society’s Committee. 

The Conservation Hut is both our joy and our taskmaster. First of all, there must be somebody to 

man it during the hours we undertake to have it open to the Public. This calls for a hut roster 

supervisor and a band of workers –‘regulars’, available during school holidays and ‘in emergencies’.  

There is the curator who looks after the exhibits and arranges their presentation; the Hut supplies 

supervisor, he checks, orders and picks up the stock, or arranges for its delivery; the librarian who 

looks after our growing number of books, and records borrowings.  

The Hut has to be cleaned and prepared for meetings (at present volunteers are taking turns to do 

this) but this too has to be organised by someone. Most of the year firewood has to be available in 

the Hut, and someone is needed to see it is there. A cup of tea and a biscuit are nice after meetings, 

so we have a tea hostess and helpers. 



Extra hands are always needed at working bees – either for gardening, painting, the odd bit of 

carpentry, clearing and cleaning, or for simple clerical work. 

There is this Newsletter, with its editor, contributors, typist, duplicator operator and somebody (we 

hope) to organise its putting together, addressing, sealing, stamping and dispatch. 

We have an outings convener. Someone much appreciated by the members able to enjoy the 

monthly bush walk. 

Lastly (but one of the most important jobs) we need to have members who are willing to talk about 

conservation at other societies functions and in the schools. 

Can you help in any of these fields? 

HUT ROSTER SUPERVISOR: It is nine years since Mr Fred Astle became our Hut Supervisor, and he 

has done a wonderful job. The Committee was therefore very sorry to receive his letter in which he 

stated, that with much regret he would have to relinquish the position. On 5th March Jim and Molly 

Vaughan took over, and Molly will be at the Hut from 11 am till 4.30 pm  on Thursday, 8th, 15th, 22nd 

and 29th March so that any member willing to do Hut duty can go along and learn the ropes. 

Mr Frank Vanry was co-opted and welcomed as a member of the committee in January. He has 

already shown himself an interested and ready worker. 

FACELIFT FOR HUT: Our President has given the front of the Hut and storeroom a facelift. It looks 

fresh and clean with its new paint but its eyebrows still need attention. Can any reader tint paint to 

match existing green sign please? 

$100 DONATION WAS GIVEN to aid Total Environment Centre with the work it is doing to safeguard 

the future of the Blue Mountains area. 

BACK TO THE BLUE MOUNTAINS DISPLAY: Unfortunately at the last moment the Regional Tourist 

Centre was only able to allot a little space in its office to the Society, so the display was not what we 

hoped it would be. However every little helps. 

Mr Mel Williams has retired as superintendent (the first appointed under the National Parks and 

Wildlife Service) of the Blue Mountains National Park. Our Society is grateful for his conscientious 

service. 

WORKING BEES: The one held to tidy up the grounds before Christmas was a soggy affair but some 

work was done between downpours. On 26th February it was raining again so work was confined to 

tidying and stamping leaflets. The ‘Fire Prevention’ group made some progress. 

MEMBER’S NIGHT: The April Meeting (at 8 pm on 26th) will take the form of a Member’s Night. 

Members are invited to bring six of their best slides or any item of interest they would like to give a 

five minute talk about. There will also be an opportunity table on that night. 

  



NATIVE PLANTS: On a wet and misty morning (12th February) members gathered in the fire warmed 

Hut to hear our guest speaker, Mrs Ruth Overton, Secretary of the Blue Mountains group, Society for 

Growing Australian Plants, give a very interesting account of the history and layout of the groups 

Native Plant Reserve and information Centre at Glenbrook. 

It is on the left side (going towards Sydney) of the Great Western Highway, just past the oval at 

Glenbrook. Native plants are on sale there (the proceeds help with the upkeep of the Reserve), and 

advice regarding propagating and growing is freely given. Before concluding Mrs Overton showed 

some of Miss Marie Baldwin’s beautiful wildflower slides. 

It was a most enjoyable and instructive morning. 

FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL: members are invited to join the group now studying these 

problems, or jot down their theories; what they have learnt from experience; their observations, and 

their suggestions, and post them to The Secretary, 23 Edward Pde Wentworth Falls. The Society 

hopes to issue leaflets containing helpful advice on these subjects. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION: All the colour slides entered by members of the Society were shown 

at the general monthly meeting on 22nd February. Comments and reaction of the audience helped 

with the selection of photographs which we hope to use wither in a brochure, or to sell as slides in 

the Hut. After the showing the President announced the prize winners:-   

1st prize of $10 was awarded to Mrs C H Van der Held for a delicate study of fringed lilies. 

2nd prize (a book ‘Australian Pond and Stream life’) Mrs Van Der Held for a view through the trees of 

the valley and beyond from the Nature Trail. 

3rd prize (certificate of merit) Mrs B McAdam for a slide that captures the feel of the Australian bush 

– a mountain devil flower with fruit. 

NEW MEMBERS: Since the beginning of November The Society has welcomed nineteen new 

members to its ranks, Mrs C H Van Der Held, Miss J B Didsbury, Mr C J Moynham, Mr N C McAdam 

and Mrs McAdam, Mr D Deveny, Mr E F Gahl and Mrs Gahl, Gregory and Elizabeth, Mr C Davison, 

Mrs P Wilmot, who has since shared a lucky lottery win, Miss J C Cornwell, Master Rod Hacket of 

Queensland, Mr H Melchers, Mrs F B Anderson, Mr and Mrs S J Stebbins, Mr E Barnes (Barns?). Half 

of this number is local and half are well wishers with connections in the area. 

We welcome all, and thank them for their support. 

News snippets will be welcomed for our Newsletter. 

Membership secretary. 

  



LIBRARY NEW BOOKS: Birds of Australia, by Breedon and Slater. This most informative and superbly 

illustrated book of more than 200 photographs in colour and black and white is a veritable 

wonderland of bird life. Donated by Mrs Rita Vellenga in memory of her husband Sidney Vellenga 

who will always be remembered for his valuable research on the Satin Bower Bird. 

Talking Of Animals with David Fleay of West Burleigh Fauna Reserve, Australia; A book that all lovers 

of Australian Fauna will delight in. Donated by Mrs Vanry. 

OUTINGS: Despite an unusually hot and wet summer our outings continued each month. January we 

had hoped to rediscover Robertson Pass and with the end in view we set off down the valley of 

Waters as far as the old mine. As the pass has been closed for 16 years because of a landslide the 

party, after penetrating a certain distance decided to leave it till the cooler weather, so returning to 

the Vera Falls track the walk was continued to Vera Falls. 

February.  This was a delightful walk from the end of Honor Avenue Lawson along the circular track 

which leads past the series of waterfalls and a lookout. Owing to recent and heavy rain the falls were 

quite spectacular. 

March.  Starting from the top of Leura Falls and passing under Linda Falls the Federal Pass was 

reached and followed for some distance (that is as far as the path leading to the Leura fire trail). We 

followed the fire trail some way and then came back to the Federal Pass and continued to the Scenic 

Railway and most of the party was quite happy to conclude the outing by being transported to the 

top mechanically; the walk was marred (slightly) by the vast quantities of leeches which appeared to 

dispute our right to the path. The trees were magnificent and there were some beautiful bird notes. 

The whole length of the pass is in good condition. 

Nora Dillon. 

Some of us called at the hospital for blood on the way home. 

R.E.M.D. 

GANG GANGS. 

Recently in my backyard a poor little eucalypt stood with a black writhing cluster of plump sawfly 

grubs encircling its spindly trunk. It is leafless. From the nearby trees came the sound of doors 

creaking boisterously, sharply and joyfully and soon a red feathered head was being stretched out 

while the grubs were pincered off and relished one by one. That cockatoo had the same expression 

as a human eating oysters. 

Gang Gangs are the only birds I have seen tackling the sawfly larvae, and both times it has been the 

male bird. 

Winsome Gregory 

  



The January 25th Meeting 

Our guest speaker was the Rev Dr Eugene D Stockton on the subject of aboriginal occupation of the 

Blue Mountains. As alderman Coates had asked for an opportunity to address our members on 

environmental issues we allocated Alderman Coates from 7.30 to 8.30 pm and Dr Stockton from 8.30 

to 10’O’Clock. A long meeting. 

Archaeological research may conjure up visions of a ponderous pedant, but Dr Stockton is a man of 

tremendous youthful enthusiasm and we had a most interesting evening with many questions fired 

at our speaker. 

The examination of over 100 sites by Dr Stockton and his colleagues indicate the existence of three 

distinct cultures; The basal Australian Industry (heavy hand tools) from 17,000 years to 12,000 years 

ago; The Capertian Flake Industry (small flakes held in the fingers) from 12,000 years to 6,000 years 

ago and finally the Bondaian industry (small points obviously made for fitting into a handle of a 

hafted tool) from 4,000 years to approximately 1,500 years ago. It appears there was an occupation 

gap from 6,000 to 4,000 years ago and Dr Stockton feels this may be because of a very wet cold 

spell. Prior to 17,000 years ago the land here was apparently still instable.  

Thank you Dr Stockton for coming up to talk to us. 

Wilson Alcorn 

Natural Gas Pipeline 

It seems reasonably certain at the time of writing that pipeline will be built by the Commonwealth 

Government and will follow the southern route. If this is the case the Conservationist Movement 

must  claim a share of the credit for keeping this project out of the Blue Mountains National Park. 

The Sydney based conservation groups TEC, Ecology Action and the Wilderness Protection 

Committee deserve the thanks of all for holding a public meeting to get the ball rolling, and also for 

calling for a comprehensive plan for the future development of the Blue Mountains. 

Our Society has played a prominent part in the campaign against the invasion of the wilderness area, 

meetings were attended by members in Sydney, letters published  in Sydney and Mountain papers 

by the Society and by individual members; letters giving reasons for our objections were sent by our 

Secretary to the BMCC AND TO THE STATE POLLUTION ENQUIRY. Mr S Wright was able to arrange 

for Mr J Butters, general manager E A Pipeline Coy, to outline his company’s plans at a hastily called 

meeting at the Hut on 21st December 1972. 

It was very encouraging that BMCC Alderman at a meeting (attended by our Society members) 

endorsed their Chief Engineer’s recommendation to protest against the central route, and also called 

for an environmental survey of the whole area covered by the Council along the lines of the 

Hawkesbury Survey. 

  



The Preliminary Environment Impact Statement is an imposing volume of app. 300 pages. However if 

the known facts only were selected from it the resultant publication might well pass unnoticed in the 

pouch of the Brush Tailed Rock Wallaby (Petrogale penicillata) which it is to be hoped still survives in 

the rocky fastnesses of the Wollangambe Wilderness. Something better than this survey must surely 

be provided for future projects. 

In conclusion it is obvious that the vigilance and activity of conservationists will be needed more and 

more in the future. 

Wilson Alcorn 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN URGENT 

Recently we have had ‘Back to the Blue Mountains Month’ with much publicity directed towards 

attracting people to our area, and there is no doubt that they are coming. But what prospect does 

this present? More urban sprawl, more rape of the environment until there is nothing worth ‘coming 

back to’? 

The big Springwood Public Meeting on Dec 8th which launched the joint campaign against the Gas 

Pipe Line also carried the following resolutions: 

That the State Government should as a matter of urgency direct its State Planning Authority 

to devise a comprehensive plan for the development of the Blue Mountains region and that 

the skills of landscape architects, ecologists, botanists, zoologists and sociologists be 

employed in addition to those of architects and engineers in the devising of such a plan. 

That a plan for the development of the Blue Mountains must provide for substantial 

additions to the areas of National Parks. 

Our Society endorsed these resolutions wholeheartedly. 

AN ENCOURAGING APPROACH 

“It (my government) is however, deeply conscious that economic growth and material well-being no 

longer reflect the whole aspirations and expectations of the Australian community, and that 

prosperity alone is no longer exactly equated with true progress”. 

“In planning for this generation my Government intends to protect the rights and national 

inheritance of future generations of Australians” 

- Extracts from speech of Sir Paul Hasluck, Governor General, opening 28th Federal Parliament. 

Giant Cedars of the past. 

In a precious Newsletter readers were invited to share records of big, or interesting trees. Please 

keep this in mind and send along some records, either from reading, or measurements of trees still 

in existence. 

  



The following notes are culled from P J Hurley’s book ‘Red Cedar’. Bellinger was the Valley of the 

Giants. There are cedar stumps still standing which are fourteen feet in diameter. They grow in the 

mixed forests of the coast, along with beech, white bean stinging trees, prickly ash, brush box and a 

tangle of lianas. 

Red Cedar was the lure which brought the axe man to work in the dark tunnels of the forest. The 

logs were rolled down the cedar tracks to the river. Vast numbers of cedar logs were brought down 

the Bellinger to the heads and loaded onto sailing ships. Punt men received a drogherage fee of six 

pence per hundred super feet. It has been recorded that a drogherage of £120 (240 dollars) was paid 

on one huge raft of cedar. 

The Bellinger cedar was exceptionally heavy and close grained which made it difficult to manage. 

Today there remain mere vestiges of the once unbroken forests where the fresh spring crowns of 

cedars rose in copper red flame amid the dense green mantle of the earth. 

Isobel Bowden. 

THE MISTLETOE BIRD 

The Mistletoe Bird is an avian gem not often seen in the upper mountains, at least not in my 

experience. In six years I have seen only 4 – 2 single birds and a pair – and each time where the 

parasitic mistletoe grows, Lake Medlow, Leura Park and Minni Ha Ha gorge. Incidentally 3 of the 4 

were seen this Spring. 

They are very small birds. The male is dark blue above, bright red chin, breast and under tail. The 

female is dark grey above pale below, red under tail. They are difficult to observe, as they flit with 

great rapidity from one mistletoe clump to another, and clumps, in this area are generally well up 

the tallest gum trees. 

They generally announce their presence with their high clear, double call, repeated at intervals. Then 

there is much frustrating focusing of field glasses and craning of necks. 

Specialised for Diet 

The birds live mainly on ripe mistletoe berries, which they dexterously squeeze from their outer 

casing and swallow whole. The Mistletoe Birds STOMACH HAS ADAPTED TO A MERE TUBE ENABLING 

LARGE NUMBERS OF BERRIES TO PASS DIRECTLY TO THE INTESTINE and thence quickly through the 

body – in 25 to 60 minutes experiments have shown. 

When excreted, the sticky seeds often adhere to the tree branches where some would germinate 

and thus spread the mistletoe. 

The nest is considered by many to be the daintiest of all Australian bird nests. Formed of closely 

felted plant-down bound with cobweb and decorated with brown caterpillar castings or dried wattle 

blossom, it is hung from a thin horizontal twig. With its side entrance and woven look, it resembles a 

baby’s bootie hanging by the heel. 

  



Widespread Habitat 

The habitat of the Mistletoe Bird could be described as throughout Australia, where mistletoe grows. 

In Tasmania there is no mistletoe and no Mistletoe Birds. 

(Sadly this paragraph is unreadable) 

In North Queensland they are common. In Port Douglas I saw my first Sunbird (imagine a Spinebill 

with brilliant yellow underparts and a jewelled blue throat). Beside it, in the same flowering shrub, 

was a male Mistletoe Bird! Even the shrub on its own was a sight to behold! 

In the bush beside the road near Townsville was a spectacular Grevillea, an extra large golden-yellow 

flower-raceme protruded above the pine-like foliage. As the flower was 12 feet or so up, I focused 

the field glasses upon it for a closer look. As I did so a Mistletoe Bird, brilliant scarlet and dark, 

gleaming blue, landed on the orange flower and stayed for some seconds. 

An interest in nature certainly provides some exhilarating sights and most pleasant memories. 

Graham Alcorn. 

THE DANGER OF BURNING OFF 

Burning off is the greatest single cause of bush fires, says the February National Parks Journal. Latest 

NSW Bush Fire Council figure, based on police reports, is 22%. Figures (published 1961) compiled by 

Commonwealth Forestry & Timber Bureau, based on fires attended by forestry staffs, credit burning 

off with (?)% of known fires causes. 

In 1949 the NSW Government legislated to limit the “rights” pf farmers, graziers and others to burn 

off at will. In essence, the legislation (Sections 10 & 12 of Bush Fires Act, 1949) permits a person to 

burn off his own land outside of a fire danger period, but he must not leave a fire until it is out, or 

allow it to escape from his property. 

The National Parks Association intends to press the Bush Fire Council and Police Department for 

more strict prosecution of the law in regard to burning off, and invites similar action on support by 

other organisations and individuals. 

Wilson Alcorn 

SURVEY OF NATIVE ANIMALS 

The LOWER BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY is making record of native animals in the 

Blue Mountains area. If any member should find a dead animal, or sight an unusual one, please 

phone Mick Dark (Penrith 39 1764) or Michael Smithson (Penrith 21 3567). 

DON’T FORGET THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING THURSDAY MARCH 29TH.  

COME PREPARED TO PLAY A MORE ACTIVE PART IN OUR SOCIETY IN 1973. 

 

 



 


